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Maria Johanna Granholm (Jansson) 
Gamlakarleby, Finland 

 
My Grandfather, born October 25, 1841 

 
My grandfather’s name was Anders Granholm, but he was called Jonnas Ant.  
He was of average height and had dark, curly hair with unusually clear blue 
eyes.  His disposition was good and happy, and strong coffee was his favorite 
drink.  He was a sober and fair-minded person.  In Granö village, he owned a 
country store and had a small farm with a horse, a few cows and some sheep.  
In the red house were the store, a kitchen and a bedroom.   
 
Wheeling and dealing was in his blood.  Sometimes in the summer he would 
pack up his goods and leave to wander all around the country.  Vindala appears 
to have been a particular favorite of his.  That is where my father also was a 
shopkeeper’s apprentice in his teenage years, and where he had to go through 
many difficult times, especially amidst jealous gangs of boys, because of his 
honesty.  Among other nasty tricks played on him was an incident, which 
occurred when a wire was strung across a lake where it was known that he 
skated.  In the darkness he did not see the wire and came toward it at a fast 
speed with his neck on a level with the wire.  He was thrown head over heels 
(the Swedish reads “hand over fist”) onto the hard ice.  He lost consciousness 
but not his life.   
 
He also went to Confirmation School in Vindala, and because of this he learned 
Finnish in his youth, which later in his life was of great benefit to him.   
 
Earlier when the war in Turkey took place, my grandfather took my father 
along for the trip to Petersburg, nowadays called Leningrad, where they were 
making and packing ammunition boxes which were to be sent to Turkey.  My 
father was then only a child of 11, but he still got to go along on that trip.  
(This was when Anders Granholm bought the pocket watch, which John my son 
has, according to my father) A rich Russian military family tried in every way to 
adopt him because he was a clever boy, and they promised to let him study and 
get as much education as he might want.  Finally he was himself allowed to 



make the choice, but it was impossible for him to leave his close ones and friends 
(God perhaps intended it thus for the Granholm family).   
 
They traveled via Helsingfors on the way from Petersburg.  My father, who was 
then 12 years old, stayed there and worked.  He began to stamp boards in 
Sõrnäs lumberyard in order to buy new shoes, which he badly needed with all 
his wanderings.  He had a pair of beautifully made boots in mind which he 
would have to work hard to become the owner of.  Finally that day arrived.  He 
could never forget how happy he was that day when he got his new shoes.  But 
that pleasure didn’t last long.  In three days he noticed that something was 
wrong, and when he looked to see what the problem was, he discovered that the 
soles were made entirely of bark, only a thin, thin sole and the rest was bark.  
That’s where all his earnings had gone.  That day the 12-year-old sat down on a 
stack of boards and cried the most bitter tears he has ever cried, according to 
stories he has told.   
 
My grandfather once went to Vasa, also on some business, and took my father 
along, who was then 17 years old.  My father, who had always been interested 
in horses, was allowed in the company of some other boys, to bring the horses’ 
home from the field when evening came.  He rode the lead horse but fell off its 
back, and the other five ran full speed behind him and jumped over him without 
even touching him.  My father remembered “those kinds of God’s wonders” 
often. 
 
My grandfather was unusually fond of children.  When I was about seven or 
eight years old, I spent a whole week there and learned to skate at Risback 
Lake.  When that week was over my legs were so sore that I couldn’t walk.  
My grandfather had his Pålle (a horse) that was much better than the busses 
and cars in the world today.  My grandfather died at the age of 60 of a stroke. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



My Grandmother Brita Kajsa, born July 5, 1840 
  
My grandmother Brita Kajsa, or Brita-Kaj as she was called, was from 
Djupsjõ, in Terijärv. *She was a distant relative of President Per Svinhufvud, 
Mannerheim (also a President and a famous General in the Finnish army) and 
Runeberg (a well-known poet and author) but how far back has not been 
established with certainty. She was a rather small woman, dark, with big, clear 
blue eyes, fond of children and good natured.  Her good “fil” (yogurt), which 
was prepared in large wooden containers, was the best thing children could 
think about.  Often when Saturday night came, we walked-Lennart, Teodor 
and I- the long road to Gräneby, 8 or 9 kilometers, to stay a few days at 
grandfather and grandmother’s and sister Regina, who at the time was 
unmarried.  There were beautiful flowers and berries in the yard, wild 
strawberries in abundance, and one could hardly think of a more pleasant place 
to play, among big boulders and sandpits, could exist than that yard.  
 
Grandmother died at the age of 60, a couple of years after grandfather, and left 
unforgettable memories in the hearts of their grandchildren which warm the 
heart and memory even in the autumn of my life.              

 
We are all very fortunate to have something tangible to connect us to our 
distant past, and to pass along.  In John’s case, it’s the pocket watch that his 
Great-Great-Grandfather Anders Granholm bought in Russia, on his trip there 
with his son Karl, my grandfather.  In Kristofer’s case, it’s a certificate given to 
my father, Anton, from the Central Bureau in Finland in Charge of Stores, on 
the occasion of his 20th anniversary of owning AB Granholm & Kåll, the 1st of 
June 1945.  In Karin’s case, it’s some pencil sketches made by my mother Karin, 
appropriately signed Karin Granholm.  I have the Bible that my great-
grandparents gave to my grandparents for their wedding gift.  All these and 
other numerous things connect us physically and spiritually to our past, items 
which can never be replaced, and thus must be held dear to our hearts, until it’s 
our time to pass them on. 
                                                                                Kaj Håkan Granholm 
                                                 
* See Lars Granholm’s “Famous Relatives and Ancestors” in the Genealogy Section for 
more information of the lineage of President Per Evind Svinhuvud, Carl Gustaf Emil 
Mannerheim. Also see Kaarlo Juho Ståhlberg the first President of Finland, another of our 
relative.  



Relationship Chart 1

Produced by Legacy

Pehr Evind Svinhufvud is the 6th cousin 3 times removed of Maria (Mia) Johanna Granholm

Anders Olofsson Enaperä
Sandbacka
 (1605-1683)
\Hästbacka\

 (1608-          )

Common Ancestor

Simon Andersson Enaperä
Sandbacka
 (1623-1697)

Margareta Larsdotter Emet
 (1629-1713)

Olof Andersson Sandbacka
Sander

Margareta Månsdotter

Simon Simonsson Sandbacka
 (1666-1732)

Gertrud Davidsdotter Merijärvi
 (1669-1727)

Gustav Johan Järnefelt
 (1682-1761)

Maria Olofsdotter Sander
 (1692-Abt 1747)

Johan Simonsson Sandbacka
 (1696-1757)

Anna Christoffersdotter Merijärvi
 (1692-1768)

Olof Anders Järnefelt
 (1729-1788)

Helena Catarina Carlqvist
 (1738-1795)

Johan Johansson Kivijärvi
 (1717-          )

Maria Simonsdotter
 (1712-          )

Abraham Gideon Von Becker
 (1754-1819)

Margareta Catarina Järnefelt
 (1765-1823)

Simon Johansson Kivijärvi
Djupsjö

 (1738-1796)
Margareta Hansdotter Antbacka

 (1747-1821)

Gustav Georg Gideon Von Becker
 (1801-1850)

Mathilda Wilhelmina Jakobsdotter
Björkstén

 (1811-1858)

Jakob Simonsson Kivijärvi
Djupsjö

 (1775-1860)
Lisa Jakobsdotter Hästbacka Nygård

 (1772-1827)

Pehr Gustaf Svinhufvud
Olga Gustavsdotter Von Becker
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Anders Gustaf Djupsjö
 (1809-          )

Anna Maria Eriksdotter
Smedjebacka
 (1807-          )

Pehr Evind Svinhufvud
 (1861-1944)

Anders Gustaf Johansson Granholm
 (1841-1901)

Brita Andersdotter Djupsjö
 (1840-1903)

Karl-Johan Granholm
 (1866-1920)

Johanna Karolina Eriksdotter Kåll
 (1863-1934)

Maria (Mia) Johanna Granholm
 (1891-1969)



Relationship Chart 1

Produced by Legacy

Carl Gustav Emil Mannerheim is the 9th cousin twice removed of Maria (Mia) Johanna
Granholm

Henric Nicolai Fordell Nylandius
 (Abt 1520-1568)

Catharina Ericsdotter Sursill
 (Abt 1510-Bef 1569)

Common Ancestor

Canutus Henrici Westzynthius
 (1555-1621)

Lucia Hansdotter Fordell
 (Abt 1560-1599)

Simon Johannesson Nurcherus
 (Abt 1560-Abt 1604)

Anna Henricsdotter Fordell
 (Abt 1553-          )

Lars Mattsson Back
Lucia Knutsdotter Westzynthius

Daniel Simonsson Nurkka
 (Abt 1587-Abt 1628)

Maria Jakobsdotter Reyer
 (Abt 1590-1651)

Mickel Olofsson Back
 (          -1607)

Carin Larsdotter Back

Daniel Danielsson Nurkka
 (1628-1685)

Katarina Mathiasdotter Enqvist
 (1628-1690)

Johan Mickelsson Härmälä
 (          -1620)

Beata Mattsdotter

Johan Olofsson Kähkönen Keckman
 (1657-1707)

Catharina Anglenius Nurkka
 (1657-1694)

Erik Johansson Siisbacka
 (1687-          )

Christina Johansdotter
 (1687-1745)

Johan Johansson Keckman
 (1680-1738)

Margaretha Carlsdotter Backman
 (1699-1727)

Per Ehrsson Siisbacka Tarvonen
 (1726-1784)

Beata Mattsdotter Tarvonen
 (1729-1763)

Christian Henrik Johansson
Keckman

 (1723-1784)
Margaretha Elisabet Larsdotter

Cajanus
 (1730-1792)
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Matts Pehrsson Tarvonen Lillkåll
 (1755-          )

Lisa Mickelsdotter Kackur
 (1752-          )

Lars Henrik Christiansson
Keckman

 (1754-1833)
Helena Michaelsdotter Schulin

 (1755-1811)

Pehr Eriksson Blässar Lillkåll
 (1777-1839)

Anna Mattsdotter Lillkåll
 (1781-1850)

Johan Jacob Johansson Von Julin
 (1787-1853)

Elisabet Catharina Larsdotter
Keckman

 (1790-1815)

Erik Persson Lillkåll
 (1804-1873)

Maria Johansdotter Lillkåll
 (1807-1873)

Carl Robert Mannerheim
 (1835-1914)

Hedvig (Heléne) Charlotta Von
Julin

Erik Eriksson Kåll
 (1829-1905)

Charlotta Constantia Renlund
 (1830-1905)

Carl Gustav Emil Mannerheim
 (1867-1951)

Karl-Johan Granholm
 (1866-1920)

Johanna Karolina Eriksdotter Kåll
 (1863-1934)

Maria (Mia) Johanna Granholm
 (1891-1969)
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Johan Ludvig Runeberg is the 4th cousin twice removed of Maria (Mia) Johanna Granholm

Matts Johansson Torp Svartsjö
 (1673-1759)

Maria Henriksdotter Norrena
Hyytinen

 (1663-1754)

Common Ancestor

Anders Mattson Svartsjö
Hästbacka

 (1707-1749)
Brita Jakobsdotter Hästbacka

 (1715-1744)

Matts Mattsson Svartsjö Nyman
 (1698-1778)

Beata Persdotter Berg
 (1701-1773)

Johan Andersson Skullbacka
 (1731-1799)

Magdalena Andersdotter
Hästbacka

 (1735-1808)

Niclas Mattsson Malm
 (1724-1785)

Maria Mattsdotter Nyman
 (1726-1803)

Anders Andersson Granbacka
 (1774-1832)

Anna Johansdotter Skullbacka
 (1772-1830)

Johan Malm
 (1751-1804)

Anna Maria Sten
 (1760-1791)

Johan Andersson Granbacka
Granholm

 (1812-1877)
Brita Cajsa Fredriksdotter Bexar

 (1817-1881)

Lorens Ulrik Runeberg
 (1772-1834)

Anna Maria Malm
 (1782-1834)

Anders Gustaf Johansson
Granholm

 (1841-1901)
Brita Andersdotter Djupsjö

 (1840-1903)

Johan Ludvig Runeberg
 (1804-1879)

Karl-Johan Granholm
 (1866-1920)

Johanna Karolina Eriksdotter Kåll
 (1863-1934)
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Maria (Mia) Johanna Granholm
 (1891-1969)
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