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INTRODUCTION 

 

The cover page shows the medieval castle of Åbo/Turku. Construction of the castle was started about 

1280. It has a special background related to our ancestors. The Swedish conquerors of Finland intended 

it originally as a military fortress. The castle was used by several kings. King Gustav I of Sweden  spent 

11 months at the castle in 1555-56. In the 1560’s, Duke John of Finland, later King John III of Sweden   

and his first wife, Catherine Jagellonica of Poland, the  Duchess and Grand Princess of Finland, were 

leading a glorious court life in the castle. In the 1570’s, the King of Sweden Eric XIV was kept 

imprisoned in the castle. Karl Knutsson (Bonde), as king Charles VIII of Sweden, our 15
th

 great-

grandfather, used it both before and after he was crowned king. While in Turku, he had an out of 

wedlock daughter named Karin, who married Erengisle Björnsson Djäkn and they became our 14
th

 

great-grandparents. A timeline chart shows when they and the persons in the story about “The Murder of 

Elina”, were in Turku. 

 

The castle was ruled in different stages of its history by the castellans, bailiffs, military commanders, 

governors. One of these, during 1409-1435, was Klaus Lydekesson Djäkn, our 16
th

 great grandfather, 

born 1379. This is the background for Finland’s most popular 

poem “Elinan Surma”, (the Murder of Elina) According to the 

legend Klaus Djäkn was married to Elina from Orkovakkis and 

he burned down his house while she and their infant son were 

locked in. This poem has been the basis for ballad, theater, 

opera, movie and TV programs.  Elias Lönnrot collected the 

old legends and  published them in ”Kanteletar” but he chose 

Klaus Kurki, Klaus Djäkn’s grandson, as the arsonist/murderer 

of Elina and her son.  He is thus depicted in the movie about 

Elina. 

Åbo Castle as seen in 1724. 

To show this story I had to use some Swedish and Finnish sources, which have not been translated. A 

Swedish genealogy program shows the Klaus Djäkn family (note that the spelling of the names do vary). 

The note at the bottom states, translated from old Swedish: MARRIAGE: Married 1st  time Elin 

”family lineage of Orkowachese in Virmo, whom he burned with the only and first child, and the 

marriage was without inheritance”.  

 

The Finnish wikipedia source describing Klaus’ family mentions that each daughter got a large estate 

and how their decsendants were many of the important families, who are our distant cousins from the 

common ancestor. On the bottom is a story about how his daughter Cecilia (our 15th great-grandmother) 

funded, for the sins of her father, three churches to be built, shown on the next page. Elina is still 

celebrated at some occasions, a picture of one of the parades is shown.  

 

The story about Klaus Kurki, whom the story refers to, is included with the links to the movie about 

Elina and Klaus, in Finnish with English subtitles.. 

 

The ”Elinan Surma” in Finnish  is here in its alliterative form. I have found no translations of this. The 

play by Gustaf von Numers in Finnish (originally ”Klas Kurck och liten Elina”) in book format can be 

read at the following link: http://www.archive.org/stream/elinansurma00numegoog#page/n10/mode/2up   

 

At the end of this book is a list showing how we descend from Klaus Djäkn and his daughter Cecilia. 

 

Lars Granholm 

Adamstown, MD,  March 2012 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Swedish_people
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fortress
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gustav_I_of_Sweden
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_III_of_Sweden
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Catherine_Jagellonica_of_Poland
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eric_XIV_of_Sweden
http://sv.wikipedia.org/wiki/Karl_Knutsson_(Bonde)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_VIII_of_Sweden
http://www.archive.org/stream/elinansurma00numegoog#page/n10/mode/2up


 

 

Timeline of our ancestors 

 

 
 

 

Various castellans, bailiffs, military commanders, governors who held Turku castle in the Middle Ages: 

 1280s Carolus Gustavi 

 early 14th century Nils Andersson and Harald Torsteinsson 

 1315-22 Lyder van Kyren, from Holstein 

 1324-26 Matts Kettilmundsson (concentrated commerce in Turku, brought a courtly and knightly 

culture 

 1326 Karl Näskonungsson 

 1340 Dan Nilsson 

 c 1348 Gerhard Skytte 

 1358 Nils Turesson Bielke  

 1359 King Magnus IV, represented by bishop Hemming 

 c 1360 Narve Ingevaldsen from Norway 

 1375 Bo Jonsson Grip, died 1386 

 1387 Jeppe Abrahamsson Djäkn 

 1395 Knut Bosson (Grip) 

 1399 the Union monarchs (Margarethe & Erik) 

 1411 Klaus Lydekesson Djäkn 

 1435 Hans Kröpelin 

 1441 Karl Knutsson (the future Charles VIII of Sweden) 

 1457-63: Kristofer Bengtsson Oxenstierna 

 1465 Erik Axelsson Tott 

 1469 Sten Sture the Elder 

 1499 Magnus Frille (appointed by king Hans) 

 1501 Sten Sture the Elder 

 1503 Svante Nilsson 

 1512 Kristofer Klasson Horn 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bishop_Hemming
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bo_Jonsson_Grip
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Margarethe_%26_Erik&action=edit&redlink=1
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_VIII_of_Sweden
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Erik_Axelsson_Tott
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sten_Sture_the_Elder
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Svante_Nilsson


Turku Castle 

 
Turku Castle was probably founded in 1280. 

Turku Castle was probably founded in 1280, i.e. at the very time when an old trading site on the Aura 

River developed into a town, the oldest, and for a long time the biggest, in Finland. Its name was Åbo in 

Swedish and Turku in Finnish; the latter derives from a Slavonic word meaning 'market square'. The 

castle was built on an island in the estuary in the form of a rectangular fortified camp with four gates. 

The pattern was an ancient one, and can be traced back ultimately to the citadels built by the Romans in 

antiquity. In Turku, the idea was apparently that the camp should be possible to both fill and evacuate 

quickly, for instance prior to the third crusade in 1293. 

The citadel had probably outlived its usefulness by the beginning of 

the 14th century, when three gates were walled shut and it was 

converted into a closed keep. Extensions were successively built 

using granite from nearby, and by the beginning of the 15th century, 

it had both a keep and a bailey. The keep, which had over forty 

rooms, was subject to a rigid hierarchy and only select guests were 

allowed entry to the 'Royal Suite' at the furthest end of the north 

wing; this consisted of a vaulted hall and an inner chamber. The 

king of the realm naturally resided in Stockholm most of the time, 

but the suite in Turku Castle still deserved its name, as no other 

castle in Finland was so often visited by the monarch. When the first 

king of the Vasa dynasty resided in Finland for eleven months in 

1555-1556, the entire kingdom of Sweden was ruled from his hall in 

Turku Castle. The importance of the castle is also evident in the fact 

that it was subject to nine sieges before the end of the 16th century, 

mainly due to internal strife within the kingdom. 

 

King's Hall inside the castle. 

 

 

 

 

http://finland.fi/public/download.aspx?ID=43115&GUID=%7b8622CE15-72F4-406D-8EF8-C0878C9C5A98%7d
http://finland.fi/public/download.aspx?ID=43115&GUID=%7b8622CE15-72F4-406D-8EF8-C0878C9C5A98%7d


http://www.geni.com/people/Claes-Diekne/3616194 

 

 

Troligen inflyttad till Finland från Westfalen. Herre till Nynäs i Nousis sn, m.fl. gods. Häradshövding i 

Masku härad åtminstone 1413-34, fogde på Åbo slott 1409-35 

Väpnare. Domhavande i Tavastland 1390.Förekommer som domhavande i Egentliga Finland 1405-118. 

Kallas "fogde på Åbo" i fullmakt 16.1 1411 att i hela Finland utskifta kronans allmänningar åt dem som 

ville bruka dem mot skatt. Hövitsman på Åbo slott ännu 1434. Stiftade 1435 tre mässor att varje vecka 

sjungas i Vårfrukoret i Åbo domkyrka, och gav till desammas uppehållande en gård och en gatubod i 

Åbo stad samt hundra engelska nobler. 

Klas Lydekesson Dieken har genom det mord han begick på sin första hustru givit upphov till den finska 

folkdikten "Elinan surma". Däri tillskrives handlingen visserligen hans dotterson Klas Kurck till Laukko 

i Vesilahti, sannolikt till följd av att sägnen lokaliserad i Vesilahti där blivit upptecknad. 

ÄKTENSKAP: Gift 1:o med Elin "ättad af Orkowachese i Virmo, hvilken han uppbrände med den enda 

och första barn, och gifte blef arflös". 

Gift 2:o med Kristina Jönsdotter, som levde 1435, "ättad af Letala storgård", antagligen av ätten Garp. 

http://www.geni.com/people/Claes-Diekne/3616194


http://fi.wikipedia.org/wiki/Klaus_Lydekenpoika_Dj%C3%A4kn 

Klaus Lydekenpoika Djäkn 

Klaus Lydekesson Diekn (k. 1435) oli saksalaissyntyinen Turun linnan vouti (n. 1409–1435) ja 

ilmeisesti erityisen varakas mahtimies. 

Klaus Lydekenpojan isä Lydeke, patronymikoniltaan ehkä Olavinpoika, on ollut saksalaisperäinen 

henkilö ja jossakin virka-asemassa Suomessa. Lisänimen djäkn, teini, herra Klaus ilmeisesti sai siitä, 

että opiskeli kohtuullisen pitkälle. Klaus Djäkn meni naimisiin Kerstin Jonnesdotterin, isänsä Laitilan 

Isonkartanon herran Jöns Anderssonin ja veljiensä tulevan perijättären kanssa ja sai ainakin yhden pojan, 

Henrikin, joka opiskeli Pariisin yliopistossa. Hänellä oli mahdollisesti peräti kolme poikaa, ja useimmat 

heistä ainakin opiskelivat tullakseen kirkonmiehiksi. Ilmeisestikään kukaan pojista ei jättänyt jälkeläisiä. 

Heillä oli useita tyttäriä, joille kaikille Klaus järjesti mittavat myötäjäiset: iso kartano kullekin. Nämä 

tyttäret naivat Suomen keskiaikaisia kotimaisia mahtisukujen perillisiä, ja heistä polveutuvat monet 

myöhäiskeskiajan ja varhaisen uuden ajan johtavat suomalaiset aatelissuvut. 

Tyttäret ja näiden avioliitot 

 Margareta Klasdotter, jonka ensimmäinen puoliso oli Jöns Olofsson Tavast-sukua, kuollut ennen 1439, 
piispa Maunun (Magnus Tavast) veli, ja toinen puoliso Calle Dönhoff Liivinmalta. Tämä tytär sai maata 
Varsinais-Suomesta, ja hänestä polveutuu Kuitian kartanonherrain dynastia (Fleming). Etunimi Klaus oli 
jo perinteinen Martan vävyn Henrik Flemingin suvussa, ja se toistuu siellä runsain lukumäärin 
jälkeenpäinkin (esimerkiksi marski Klaus Fleming). 

 Birgitta Klasdotter, jonka puoliso oli valtaneuvos, ritari Henrik Svärd Kurki-sukua. Tämä tytär sai Vanajan 
Harvialan kartanon maat. Hänestä polveutuu niin kutsuttu Lepaan suku.Hänen tyttärenpoikansa sai 
etunimen Klas tai Klaus. 

 Karin Klasdotter, jonka puoliso oli (Jakob) Jeppe Kurki-sukua, ilmeisesti Henrikin serkku. Tämä tytär sai 
ilmeisesti maata Hämeestä tai Pirkanmaalta. Hänestä polveutuu senjälkeinen Laukon Kurki-suku. Heidän 
poikansa sai etunimen Klaus. 

 Anna Klasdotter, jonka puoliso oli valtaneuvos Henrik Bidz (tai Bitz). Heidän poikansa oli piispa Konrad 
Bitz. Anna Klasdotter sai Nousiaisten Nyynäisten maat. Bidz-suku kyllä jatkui, muttei kovin pitkään. 
Nyynäisten omistajaksi nousee (ilmeisesti kaupan tm kautta) valtaneuvos Klas Pedersson Fleming, joka 
ei polveudu näistä. Sittemmin Klasin poika Henrik nai Margareta Klasdotterin tyttären. 

 Cecilia Klasdotter, jonka puoliso oli Henrik Olofsson (Horn), Halikon Joensuun herra. Tämä tytär sai 
Mynämäen Kankaisten maat. Heidän poikansa oli valtaneuvos ja laamanni Klas Henriksson (Horn), josta 
sai alkunsa Kankaisten ja Joensuun Hornit (ks Horn-suku). 

Balladien kuvaama Elinan surma kertoo mahdollisesti Djäknistä: Klaus-niminen mahtimies poltti 

(ensimmäisen) vaimonsa Elinin ja ainoan lapsensa. Sovittaakseen tekoaan hän lahjoitti huomattavasti 

omaisuutta kirkolle. Joskus surmaajaksi on kerrottu Klaus Kurki. 

Halikkoon tarina on varmaan periytynyt Djäknin tyttären Cecilian kautta, ja perimätiedon mukaan 

Cecilia edesauttoi isänsä syntien sovitusta kustantamalla Halikon, Perttelin ja Salon kirkkojen 

rakentamisen. Myöhemmin tarinaan on sekoittunut paikallisia hahmoja, ja jopa Djäkn on vaihtunut 

joissakin versioissa Kärkän kartanonherraksi. 

 

http://fi.wikipedia.org/wiki/Klaus_Lydekenpoika_Dj%C3%A4kn
http://fi.wikipedia.org/wiki/1435
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http://fi.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harviala_(kartano)
http://fi.wikipedia.org/wiki/Laukon_Kurki-suku
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http://fi.wikipedia.org/wiki/Horn-suku
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Halikko Church 
Gate to the church, called Gate of Åminne, because Graf of Åminne manor financed it. 

Halikko Church is an Evangelical Lutheran church in Halikko, 

Finland. The first parts of the church were built in 13th century, and 

Halikko Church is one of the 73 medieval stone churches of Finland. 

Halikko Church was built in the mid-13th century. Most likely local 

manor owners the Horn family financed the construction. Therefore 

Åminne manor had a right to patronage the priests of Halikko. Halikko 

Church was first a Roman Catholic church and its protector saint was 

Saint Bridget. 

The Church needed to be expanded and mended in the late-18th century. The first expansion was made 

in 1799, and the second expansion was made between 1813 and 1815. During the second expansion the 

church was made cross-shaped. The old sacristy, weapon room and the grave of Horn-family had to be 

removed so that the new parts could be built. At the same time, the whole church was renewed from the 

inside.  

According the legend, Halikko Church was built c.a. 1440. Henrik Olafsson the Graf of Åminne manor, 

financed the construction of the Halikko Church, the Pertteli Church and the Chapel of Salo to pay for 

the sins of his family. His father-in-law had murdered his wife and then seen a vision in which Jesus said 

that he must pay for his sins. 

Pertteli church                  Chapel of Salo belfry foundation 
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Manorialism
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Horn_(surname)
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roman_Catholic
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bridget_of_Sweden
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sacristy
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Graf
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KLAUS KURKI  
 

  
Klaus Kurki was lord of the manor of Laukko and a judge in Upper Satakunta. A folk ballad tells how at 

the end of the 1400s he rode with a hundred horses to seek the hand in marriage of the lovely Elina of 

Suomela village. Kurki and his men travelled a road which had already been trodden, every channel, 

every rut and every hill and howl by innumerable travelers for thousands of years. Through villages, 

fertile fields and spruce copses this same road continues to wend its way by the hilly fringe of 

Alhonlahti on Lake Pyhäjärvi welcoming new visitors one after the next – and is now known as the 

Klaus Kurki Road. 

Klaus Kurki, who lived at the end of the 1400s, committed a murder as a result of invidious calumny. 

The events recounted by local bards has resulted in "Elinan Surma" the most famous of Finnish folk 

ballads. In the latter part of the nineteenth century the ballad was still habitually sung throughout the 

locality in the hot, dusty sauna used for flax processing. It also made its way beyond the borders of 

Finland. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Murder of Elina  

Here are movie clips (in Finnish, with 

English subtitles) from a 1938 film 

adaptation of Gustaf von Numers' play, 

“Elinan Surma” (1891). His story, originally 

in Swedish, “Klas Kurck och liten Elina”, is 

based on an old Finnish ballad published in 

the Kanteletar. In the traditional poem, Klaus 

Kurki, a medieval Finnish nobleman, marries 

a young girl beneath his rank, the beautiful, 

innocent Elina. His jealous ex-mistress Kirsti 

convinces him that his bride is unfaithful, and 

Klaus takes revenge by burning her alive, 

along with her supposed lover Uolevi.  

 

The basic plot is retained in Von Numers' play, although with various changes, putting an ideological 

"spin" on the story. A new character, a smirking, greedy parish priest exemplifies the anti-Catholic 

theme in Lutheran Finnish literature. Furthermore, the adaptation also seems (although Von Numers was 

himself a nobleman) to echo the anti-aristocratic trends of the period. The villain, Kirsti, presented as 

Klaus' housekeeper in the traditional ballad, appears here as a daughter of the famed house of Fleming, 

and as Klaus' sister-in-law (via his previous marriage to Karina Fleming). In her speeches, Kirsti evokes 

her family pride, bitter that the humbly born Elina has replaced her in Klaus' affections. 

 

The Tragedy of Elina (Elinan Surma), 11 part movie, Finnish with English subtitles 

1/11 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lSWIA0TwWz4&feature=related 

2/11 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NH8g3JOowd8&feature=related 

3/11 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mbrvc_oQOnE&feature=related 

4/11 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H9aDaMozS10&feature=related 

5/11 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XjLfSw6JNvY&feature=related 

6/11 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K4uF9XYD0iI&feature=related 

7/11 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NoyUuUH2auQ&feature=related 

8/11 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sEAIcQZPkIE&feature=related 

9/11 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RlyBNV0JPec&feature=related 

10/11 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YeoHt3s0j-M&feature=related 

11/11 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EJvd0VVqYOs&feature=related 

http://www.kirjasto.sci.fi/gvnumers.htm
http://swordandsea.blogspot.com/2009/05/kanteletar.html
http://swordandsea.blogspot.com/2009/05/kanteletar.html
http://swordandsea.blogspot.com/2009/09/blackening-finnish-nobility.html
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lSWIA0TwWz4&feature=related
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NH8g3JOowd8&feature=related
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mbrvc_oQOnE&feature=related
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H9aDaMozS10&feature=related
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XjLfSw6JNvY&feature=related
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K4uF9XYD0iI&feature=related
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NoyUuUH2auQ&feature=related
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sEAIcQZPkIE&feature=related
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RlyBNV0JPec&feature=related
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YeoHt3s0j-M&feature=related
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EJvd0VVqYOs&feature=related


 



 



 



 



 

 


